Vazené kolegyné, vazeni kolegové,

Dovoluji si Vas timto upozornit na nové pfipravovanou vyzvu HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-
WIDENING-01 - Excellence Hubs, ktera je soucasti programu Horizon Europe - Widening
Participation and Spreading Excellence. Cilem vyzvy je posilit regionalni inovaéni
ekosystémy ve statech zapojenych do nastroje Widening prostfednictvim vytvoreni silnych
partnerstvi mezi univerzitami, vyzkumnymi organizacemi, podniky, vefejnou spravou a
obé&anskou spoleénosti. Vyzva podporuje pfenos vysledkl vyzkumu do praxe, zvySovani
konkurenceschopnosti evropskych regiont a rozvoj dlouhodobé udrzitelnych inovacnich
kapacit.

Vyzva bude oteviena 2. zafi 2026
Uzavérka pro podani projektovych navrhil je stanovena na 4. bifezna 2027
Projekty mohou byt realizovany po dobu az 5 let.

Financovani probiha podle pravidel programu Horizon Europe, pfic¢emz vyzkumné organizace,
vysoké Skoly a dalsi zplsobilé neziskové instituce mohou zpravidla ziskat 100 % zp(sobilych
pfimych nakladu, ke kterym je pfipocitana pausalni sazba 25 % na nepfimé naklady. Spoluli¢ast
podniku se fidi obecnymi pravidly Horizon Europe podle typu zapojené organizace.

Projekt musi byt realizovan mezinarodnim konsorciem, které propoji aktéry regionalniho
inovacniho ekosystému. Vedle vyzkumnych organizaci a univerzit se oCekava aktivni zapojeni
podnikl (zejména MSP a startupul), vefejné spravy, regionalnich autorit, inovacnich agentur i
organizaci ob¢anské spole¢nosti.

DulleZitym pozadavkem je Uzké propojeni projektu se strategii inteligentni specializace (RIS3)
daného regionu a schopnost mobilizovat dalSi vefejné i soukromé investice navazujici na
realizaci projektu. Vyzva nevyZzaduje povinnou Gc¢ast prdmyslového partnera v roli koordinatora,
nicméné vyznamné zapojeni podnikoveé sféry je povazovano za klicovy pfedpoklad Uspésného
projektu.

Podporované aktivity zahrnuji zejména:

e budovani a rozvoj regionalnich inovacnich ekosystému,

e posilovani spoluprace mezi akademickou sférou, podniky, vefejnym sektorem a
obc¢anskou spolecnosti,

e rozvoj mechanismU pro transfer znalosti a technologii,

e podporu startuptl a spin-off spole¢nosti,

e pfipravu investi¢nich strategii a podnikatelskych modeld,

e rozvoj dovednosti, vzdélavani, mobilit a vymény pracovnik(,

e pfipravu pilotnich projektl a demonstra¢nich aktivit financovanych z navazujicich
zdroju,

e zvySovani atraktivity regionu pro investice do vyzkumu a inovaci.

Vice informaci naleznete zde.

Pfipravovanym Zadatellm doporuéujeme zahdjit tvorbu mezinarodniho konsorcia s
dostate¢nym ¢asovym predstihem vzhledem k rozsahu pozadovanych partnerstvi a
strategickému charakteru projektl. V pfipadé zajmu nas prosim kontaktujte na
projects@prf.jcu.cz.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-01?order=ASC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&type=1&status=31094501&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
mailto:Projects@prf.jcu.cz

S pozdravem,

Jana Elsterova

Dear colleagues,

I would like to draw your attention to the forthcoming HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-
01 - Excellence Hubs call, which forms part of the Horizon Europe - Widening Participation
and Spreading Excellence programme.

The objective of this callis to strengthen regional innovation ecosystems in countries eligible
under the Widening instrument by fostering strong partnerships between universities,
research organisations, businesses, public authorities, and civil society organisations. The
call supports the translation of research results into practical applications, enhances the
competitiveness of European regions, and contributes to the development of sustainable
regional innovation capacities.

Call opening: 2 September 2026
Proposal submission deadline: 4 March 2027

Projects may have a duration of up to five years.

Funding follows the general rules of the Horizon Europe programme. Research organisations,
universities, and other eligible non-profit institutions are generally entitled to receive 100% of
their eligible direct costs, plus a 25% flat-rate contribution to indirect costs. The funding rate for
companies is determined according to the standard Horizon Europe rules applicable to the type
of participating organisation.

Projects must be implemented by international consortia bringing together key actors within
regional innovation ecosystems. In addition to research organisations and universities, the
active participation of businesses (particularly SMEs and start-ups), public authorities, regional
administrations, innovation agencies, and civil society organisations is expected.

A key requirement is the project's close alignment with the Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3)
of the participating region, as well as its capacity to leverage additional public and private
investments beyond the lifetime of the project. While the participation of an industrial partner as
coordinator is not mandatory, the meaningful involvement of the private sector is considered a
critical success factor.

Supported activities include, in particular:

e building and strengthening regional innovation ecosystems;

e enhancing collaboration between academia, industry, the public sector, and civil
society;

¢ developing mechanisms for knowledge and technology transfer;

e supporting start-ups and spin-off companies;

e preparing investment strategies and business models;

o developing skills, training activities, staff mobility, and knowledge exchange;

e preparing pilot projects and demonstration activities to be supported through follow-up
funding;

e increasing the attractiveness of the region for research and innovation investments.



Further information is available here.

Prospective applicants are strongly encouraged to begin building their international consortia
well in advance, given the scope of the required partnerships and the strategic nature of the
projects.

If you are interested in this funding opportunity, please do not hesitate to contact us at
projects@prf.jcu.cz.

Kind regards,

Jana ELsterova
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